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the right way of dealing with Ireland was to leave her affairs
in the hands of her own people, just as we had with the affairs
of Canada and Australia. He quickly discovered that such a
measure would cost him the support of a large section of his
party. Hartington refused to take office with him ; Chamber-
lain resigned a few weeks later ; even John Bright, one of his
oldest friends and staunchest supporters, opposed a scheme
that would put Ulster Presbyterians under a Parliament of
Catholic Nationalists such as those who had relied on law-
less methods both at Westminster and in Ireland. But the
old statesman had put his hand to the plough, and he did not
turn back. His Home Rule Bill (1886) kept the army, the
navy, the customs and foreign affairs under the Imperial
Parliament at Westminster ; but for all other matters concern-
ing Ireland a separate assembly was to sit at Dublin. When
the Bill was put to the vote, eighty Liberals voted with the
Opposition, and it was defeated. Gladstone dissolved Parlia-
ment, and " appealed to the country." But the bulk of the
nation felt that Home Rule would strike a blow at the unity of
the Empire. In the new Parliament the Conservatives had a
majority of nearly two hundred, Gladstone resigned, and
the Conservatives were placed in office for a second time
within a twelvemonth.
CHAPTER   LXXIII
NEW POLITICAL GOSPELS
1886-1895
§ 319. " resolute government."—Lord Salisbury was now
Prime Minister again—this time with a substantial majority
behind him. He took charge of foreign affairs himself; but
the most vital question of the day was, what policy the Govern-
ment was going to adopt towards Ireland, in place of the Home
Rule which had been so decidedly rejected by the electors.

